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This is one of a series of background papers that are being prepared to inform
discussion on the preparation of the plan. They will be amended and expanded as
the discussion and work develops and any comments on omissions or corrections
will be gratefully received.

Background papers are being prepared on the 8 community areas that make up
Neath Port Talbot and on specific themes such as housing. They will be available
from the LDP website www.npt.gov.uk/ldp

How to contact the LDP team

1. Via the website; www.npt.gov.uk/ldp
2. Via e-mail; ldp@npt.gov.uk
3. by telephone; 01639 686821
4. by letter;

LDP team,
Planning Services,
Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council
The Quays,
Brunel Way,
Baglan Energy Park,
Neath,
SA11 2GG

This document may be made available on request in Welsh or in larger type font or
other formats: please contact us.

This paper will cover the themes identified below and summarises the key trends
and issues identified in the spatial background paper for Port Talbot:

Population and social profile
Economy and employment
Access to facilities
Minerals, renewable energy and waste facilities

Unless otherwise stated the information is derived from the 2001 Census, either
collected directly from this source, or taken from the Neighbourhood profiles produced
in 2008 by NPTCBC.

The following wards represent the spatial area of Port Talbot - Aberafan, Baglan,
Bryn and Cwmafan, Margam, Port Talbot, Sandfields East, Sandfields West and
Taibach.
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2.1 Population

In 2001 the population of the Port Talbot area was 43,539 residents.

Overall the age profiles of the wards are consistent with the County Borough average.
However, according to the figures Baglan and Sandfields West, have an ageing
population with an above average percentage of the population aged between 60
and 74. It should also be noted that the number of young people aged under 16 in
Baglan is lower than the County Borough average, which again suggests an ageing
population. There also seems to be a slighty ageing population in Sandfields East
and West with both wards having an average age of 42.8.

When comparing the population figures collected by the 2001 Census and the 2005
mid year estimates the spatial area as a whole has seen an increase in population.
The data suggests an rise in population within all wards apart from Baglan and
SandfieldsWest where there appears to have been a fall in the population. According
to the 2005 mid year estimates Margam has seen the largest increase in population
amounting to 766 residents.

2.2 Ethnicity

The Ethnic make up of the wards in the Port Talbot Area illustrates that like much of
Neath Port Talbot as a whole, Black and multi-ethnic groups are very much in the
minority.

2.3 Welsh Language

There are a low percentage of Welsh speakers within the spatial area although Bryn
and Cwmafan have more than the Neath Port Talbot average.

2.4 Health

According to the 2001 Census figures the health of residents within the Port Talbot
area is poor. There is a higher than average number of residents who suffer from
limited long term illnesses especially in Sandfields East, Sandfields West and Bryn
and Cwmafan. According to the 2001 health figures each ward has a higher
percentage of the population who describe themselves as having poor health when
compared to the Welsh average. When compared to the County Borough average,
above average number of residents in Sandfields East and Sandfields West suffer
from poor health. Both these wards also have an above average number of residents
who are permanently sick or disabled.

To further reinforce these figures the Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation suggests
that Aberafan, Bryn and Cwmafan, Sandfields East and SandfieldsWest are all wards
that suffer from health issues and most are ranked in the top 25% most deprived
wards for health in Wales.
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2.5 Housing

There are some differences in the type and make-up of households within the spatial
area of Port Talbot. A higher than average percentage of the population within both
Sandfields East and West live in council rented homes. On the other hand Baglan
and Port Talbot are areas where more than 83% of households are owner occupied
which shows the diversity in households through the spatial area.

There has been some interest over recent years in developing new housing located
near the sea front while a need for more affordable housing is evident from the high
amount of residents renting within Sandfields.

It should also be noted that there is a higher than average number of lone parents
living within Sandfields West with dependent children. In addition, 20.1% of the
population of Baglan are retired.

According to the past building rates there has been a reasonably consistent amount
of new housing built in the area. The figures suggest that a high number of large
sites were developed between 1999 and 2002, which was followed by a decrease
in the number constructed during 2006/07 and 2007/08.

The communities of Sandfields East and Aberafan were declared as housing renewal
areas in 2004. It's main aim is to improve the general environment and poor housing
within the community.

2.6 Economy and Employment

Employment within Port Talbot is dominated by the Corus steel works and related
industries with employment in manufacturing within each ward amounting to more
than 25% of the population. This proportion of residents working within manufacturing
is higher than both the Neath Port Talbot and Welsh averages. Other jobs mainly
relate to shops, offices, schools, employment within the hospital and other services
which meet the areas daily needs. Increasingly jobs in shopping, services and offices
are aimed at serving a wider area and have often moved away from the centres
within Neath Port Talbot (e.g. to the Swansea Bay area which extends from Port
Talbot across Swansea to Llanelli and eastwards to Cardiff). Baglan has witnessed
growth in employment within manufacturing and new offices are located in Baglan
Energy Park. Baglan has also attracted large shopping stores such as Morrisons
and Lidl creating new jobs but also attracting jobs away from the traditional retail
centres.

Between June 2004 and June 2008 there has been a substantial increase in
unemployment in Aberavon, Port Talbot, Sandfields East and Sandfields West and
unemployment in these three wards is above average for Neath Port Talbot and for
Wales. The unemployment rate in Baglan has fluctuated over time yet in June 2008
it was lower than in June 2004. Similarly, the unemployment rate in Bryn and
Cwmavon, Margam and Taibach has fluctuated over the five year period and in June
2008 remained either slightly higher or the same as in June 2004.
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2.7 Communities First Areas

The Welsh Assembly has developed a long term programme which aims to improve
opportunities and the quality of life of the most disadvantaged communities in Wales.
These communities, Communities First Areas, were identified as they are in the top
10% of the most deprived wards in Wales. A number of wards within Port Talbot
have been identified as such areas and an Action Plan has been developed, in
partnership with the local community on how improvements can be made to the
communities of Sandfields East andWest, Aberavon and parts of Bryn and Cwmavon.

In addition to these areas in August 2006 the programme was rolled out to include
a further 46 Lower Super Output Areas, which are smaller geographical areas with
a population of 1500, and Bryn and Cwmavon 3 and Aberavon 2,3 and 4 are now
included in the programme as New Communities First Areas.

2.8 Index of multiple deprivation

According to the index each ward suffers from some aspect of deprivation with Health
deprivation being a particular issue for most wards. The highest levels can be seen
within the wards of Aberafan, Sandfields East and Sandfields West which are all
ranked within the top 25% most deprived wards in Wales. All three rank poorly for
income, employment, health, education and physical environment. Community safety
also seems to be an issue within Sandfields East and Aberafan which are ranked as
the most deprived in the County Borough for community safety.

Bryn and Cwmafan are identified as having poor access to services, and Taibach
as having a poor physical environment.

| 5

Key data Port Talbot



3.1 Facilities and Services

3.1.1 Retail and banking

Port Talbot town centre is the main shopping centre which includes Station Road
and the Aberafan Shopping centre. Access is good with a bus station located nearby.
In addition there is a retail centre at Baglan Bay, located within the Aberafan ward,
which includes a Morrisons and Lidl store.

The town centre provides a wide range of shopping and services to the town and
valley areas. It does however face increasingly severe competition from out of town
shopping both for bulky goods and local centres. This leads to a loss of trade,
investment and jobs within the area as well as increasing travel and congestion.

Most of the banking facilities are located within the Port Talbot ward and residents
of neighbouring wards are required to travel to these banks to use their facilities.

3.1.2 Education

There are four comprehensive schools located within the Port Talbot area, Dyffryn,
Glanafan and Sandfields together with the St Joseph’s Catholic Comprehensive
School. In addition there are 18 primary schools. There is a Welsh language Primary
school located in Sandfields together with a Catholic Primary School. A section of
the Neath and Port Talbot College Campus is also located within Margam and
provides facilities where students can undertake various higher education courses
as well as apprenticeships and work based training. There is also a business centre
located in Sandfields West that provides opportunities for young people to develop
skills in business. There is also a Special Needs Activity Centre for children located
in Taibach.

Libraries are located in the Aberafan shopping centre in Port Talbot, Baglan, Cwmafan,
Sandfields East and Taibach while Bryn and Margam benefit from a mobile library
that calls in the wards every 2 weeks.

3.1.3 Health facilities

The County Borough’s main Hospital is situated in Aberafan. Health care provision
within Neath Port Talbot is moving from individual GP, dental and other provision to
combined Primary Health Care Facilities. A new primary health care facility is being
constructed in Baglan. Health clinics are located within all wards but a dentist practice
can only be found in Aberafan, Port Talbot and Taibach. Most wards have pharmacies
located locally while opticians are located within Aberafan, Bryn and Cwmafan and
Port Talbot.
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3.1.4 Leisure and recreation

The town is served by the Aquadome Leisure Complex which is located on the
seafront. The Leisure Complex consists of a gymnasium, swimming pool, badminton
court, indoor bowls and an all weather floodlit playing field. The Apollo Cinema is
located alongside and has 6 cinema screens. A new putting green is also proposed
for Aberafan seafront.

A Body and Mind Health and Fitness Studio is located within the Taibach ward.
Baglan also contains a boys club and allotments. Sandfield Comprehensive and
Dyffryn Comprehensive are Community Focussed schools which allow the community
to use some of their facilities after school hours.

3.1.5 Open countryside and sports facilities

Much of Port Talbot has areas of accessible countryside within walking distance via
a network of footpaths and bridleways. Margam Country Park is used by residents
from all over the County Borough. Vivian Park, Baglan Park and Tollgate Park are
Urban Parks that are located in the area.

The town is served by a range of rugby fields, football fields, bowling greens, tennis
and cricket pitches. In addition the area is served by Corus and Lakeside Golf Clubs
which are located within Margam.

There is however an overall shortfall in relation to the standards set in the UDP with
regard to public open space provision within all wards.

In particular there is a shortfall in the amount of outdoor sport provision there is
available to the residents of Aberafan, Baglan, Bryn and Cwmafan, Port Talbot and
Taibach, while there is a surplus within Margam, Sandfields East and Sandfields
West.

Aberafan, Baglan, Bryn and Cwmafan, Margam, Sandfields East and West and
Taibach all have a surplus amount of informal open space.

Assessment of individual ward areas can suggest that there is sufficient or inadequate
provision compared with the standards set in the UDP, however, when considering
these results it is necessary to take into account that some areas may be served by
facilities in nearby wards. Preparation of the LDP provides an opportunity to consider
whether the provision serving communities is sufficient or can still be improved.

3.2 Highways and access a to private car

There are high levels of residents within both Sandfields wards and Aberafan who
do not own a car or a van. Conversely, more than 80% of residents within Baglan
and Margam own a car and these wards also have a higher percentage than the
County Borough average of residents who own 4 or more cars or vans.

To combat congestion the new PDR will be completed in 2012/13. This will vastly
improve accessibility to the town centre and open up the docks area for retail and
other uses which require a central location. It will transform the image and character
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of the area – in particular the Docklands which is recognised as offering potential for
water-side housing, business, office, leisure, retail and port-related development. A
major study is currently underway to assess the potential of this area.

3.3 Travel to Work

As a result of people increasingly commuting further to reach jobs, shopping, leisure
and entertainment the lack of access to a car and availability of public transport can
become more of an issue and in some cases lead to social isolation.

A high percentage of the population live and work within the spatial area. 60% of the
population within Aberafan travel to work by car or van; this is despite 30% of the
residents living less than 2km away from their workplace. Indeed Port Talbot, Taibach
and Aberafan contain high numbers of residents who live less than 2km away from
their workplace. More than 70% of Aberafan, Sandfields East and Sandfields live
and work in Neath and Port Talbot compared to 56% of residents in Margam which
has a higher proportion of the population who work in Bridgend or Swansea.

3.4 Public Transport

Public transport provision is focused on Port Talbot town centre with the main bus
station and a train station located within the ward. There are daily bus services to
Neath, Swansea, Bridgend and Cardiff and also to more local destinations. An hourly
service runs to both Bridgend and Swansea while there is a service twice every hour
to Neath. Services in and out of Port Talbot to communities such as Cwmafan,
Sandfields to the Afan Valley also operate on an hourly basis.

Port Talbot Parkway train station is served by trains to Cardiff Swansea and Beyond.
Baglan contains a train station and is served on a 2 hourly basis by trains from
Swansea to Cardiff.
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4.1 Minerals and aggregate resources

With regard to energy minerals, Margam is the only opencast site located within the
area and straddle the boundary with Bridgend. Planning permission has been granted
for the development of a major deep mine at Margam and it is anticipated that this
operation will be developed at the end of the opencast operations. The permitted
reserves of steam coal are expected to provide a life span for the mine of at least 20
years.

With regard to non-energy minerals, a sand & gravel quarry operation exists within
the curtilage of the Corus works an extensive area of potential sand & gravel reserves
at Eglwys Nunydd, Margam have been identified through a desk based study
sponsored by the Welsh Assembly Government. Whilst the reserves have not been
proven, the UDP has identified a safeguarding area in order to protect the area from
development that would either sterilise or hinder the extraction of the potential mineral
resources.

4.2 Renewable Energy

TheWelsh Assembly Government has identified areas within Wales that are suitable
for large scale windfarms, and they have been refined by the Authority in Interim
Planning Guidance. These include areas along the edge of the area between Bryn
and Margam.

There is a large (350MW) gas fired power station in Baglan, while a 14MW biomass
power station is being developed at Margam.

4.3 Waste facilities

A Restricted-User Landfill (or Factory Curtilage Site) exists within the Corus works
which (as the name suggests) serves solely the operation at the Steel works.
Permitted void exists for the disposal of both hazardous and non-hazardous waste.

With regard to other facilities a Transfer Station and ELV / Scrap Yard / Metal
Reprocessing operation occur in and around Port Talbot along with a Clinical Waste
Transfer Station at Neath Port Talbot Hospital.

The town is served by a Civic Amenity site at Briton Ferry Dock.
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5.1 Air quality and noise pollution

An Air Quality Management Area has been designated in the Taibach-Margam area
as a result of the level of particles from industry and traffic.

Noise has not been identified as a particular issue.

5.2 SSSIs and areas of nature conservation

There are two Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) in Port Talbot: Margam
Moors and Eglwys Nunydd Reservoir.

5.3 Built heritage

Margam Park is a designated Conservation Area. In addition, Margam Park and the
Talbot Memorial Park in Port Talbot are recognised as Historic Parks and Gardens.
The area contains a range of listed buildings and ancient monuments.
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